
Children’s Trust Fund, Dept. 
of Human Services, PCAT, 
Others had heard about the 
Strengthening Families 
Initiative and wanted to make 
it happen in Tennessee

Champions used 
connections with 
each other to get 
started 

Decision to write for 
Strengthening 
Families Seed Grant 
through the Alliance 
of Children’s Trust 
Funds

Unfortunately 
this grant was 
not funded

Though did 
not receive 
grant received 
technical 
assistance as 
part of the 
learning 
community

Deputy Commissioner 
DHS, Director of Maternal 
and Child Health were at 
Children’s Services 
Advisory Committee 
when presented and 
Deputy Commissioner 
was “hooked”

Used the TA Grant to 
continue to disseminate 
the Strengthening 
Families information 
across TN

Dog and Pony 
Show on the 
road across 
the state

Risks taken in using 
unfunded 
resources to reach 
policy makersShared Info 

to the Right 
Group

Attended the 
Strengthening Families 
Summit in San Diego and 
learned about the 
importance of a Steering 
Committee

Formed Steering 
Committee through 
connections and they 
approached Deputy 
Commissioner of DHS

Deputy Commissioner 
asked for a proposal 
and Steering 
Committee prepared 
and presented

Deputy Commissioner 
of DHS Committed 
Resources

Received funding 
for statewide 
coordinator for 
Strengthening 
Families

Received 
in addition 
11 parent 
liaisonsWe were off and rolling!

Now have 
champions across 
the state, Network 
Coordinator and 
parenting liaison 

PCAT developed 
Strengthening 
Families Training 
TTA for sites
Evaluation

DCS Pilot ECCS Committee 
merges with Strengthening 
Families Committee
Promotional materials 
developed (magnets, pens, 
postcards, flyers, bookmarks)

First Evaluation 
Report filed 
Dec. 2008

Coordinate to apply 
for QRIS Budget

Received Funding

Community Café Training and 
Demonstration Policy of 
inclusion of SF into Learning 
Standards; SF Folded into QRIS, 
TECTA, TOPSTAR, CBCAP, 
Home Visiting, CSEFEL

Celebrating Funding 
and completion of 
products

Applied for DCS 
pilot in 2 DECS 
Regions to create 
linkages with DCS 
and Early 
Childhood 
Programs

Received funding from 
Alliance of Children’s Trust 
Funds with Matching 
Money by Signal Centers

Celebrating 
funding and 
continuation of 
dissemination of 
Strengthening 
Families Approach

tennessee
Continue to look for state systems 
and projects to integrate the 
Strengthening Families Approach 

Multiple Response with 
DCS ; Statewide Parent 
Leadership Focus

Keep Applying 
for Grants


